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CHANGE OF REGULATIONS IS REFLECTED IN LOWERED TOTALS OF REGISTRANTS CLASSIFIED IV-E 


As could be anticipated, the number of registrants now in Class IV-E is lower than it 
was prior to the change of regulations described in the March 9 Reporter. Under the new 
regulation, released first on January 12, 1951, and circulated to local draft boards in early 
February, many conscientious objectors formerly in IV-E, or new CO registrants who would have 
received the IV-E under previous regulations, are now being classified in II-C, III-A, IV-D, 
or other class lower on the list than IV-E, now third from the top. (In passing, it should 
be observed that not a few draft boards are following the very irregular procedure of placing 
men in IV-E under the former regulation into I-A and I-A-0.) Below are comparative figures 
of IV-Es by states, one list dated December 31, 1950 and the other February 28, 1951, just 
before and just after the new regulation went into effect. the totals will probably continue 
to become lower as the reclassification procedures continue. These lower totals presumably 
indicate no fewer actual objectors, but indicate the number of COs in classes other than IV-E. 
As later figures are released they will be published. 


Selective Service Registrants in Class IV-E 





State December 31, 1950 February 28, 1951 


U. S. & Territories 11,607 
U. S. Continental 11,581 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 

Georgia 


Idaho 
Tllinois 


Massachusetts 


(Continued next page) 





THE REPORTER NSBRO OFFICE MOVED TO ADJACENT BUILDING, 1105 K St.,N.w. 


Published by the Frequently the address of the Natiomal Service 
NATIONAL SERVICE BOARD FOR Board, since leaving Massachusetts Avenue last year, 

RELIGIOUS OBJECTORS was given as the corner of Eleventh and K Sts., N. W. 

: Even though the office has been moved, this designa- 
1105 K Street, N. W. tion is still essentially correct, since we have 
Washington 5, D. C. simply moved to the next building owned by the same 

proprietor. New address: 1105 K Street, N. W. Former 

Executive Secretary address: 1000 Eleventh St., N. W. The new zone is 

A. STAUFFER CURRY Washington 5, instead of Washington l, D. C. 


Selective Service Registrants in Class IV-E (Continued from page one) 


State December 31, 1950 February 28, 1951 
Michigan 226 212 
Minnesota 183 153 
Mississippi 26 23 
Missouri 191 165 
Montana 60 33 
Nebraska 206 139 
.Nevada 2 2 
New Hampshire 6 5 
New Jersey 63 68 
New Mexico - 18 18 
New York City 22 15 
New York State 107 117 
North Carolina 122 155 
North Dakota 51 19 
Ohio l; 533 1,437 
Oklahoma 192 175 
Oregon 29h 19 
Pennsylvania 2,564, 2,118 
Rhode Island 5 h 
South Carolina 19 15 
South Dakota 121 178 
Tennessee 81 72 
Texas 13h 121 
Utah - - 
Vermont 10 8 
Virginia 393 334 
Washington 170 140 
West Virginia 112 100 
Wisconsin 10 81 
Wyoming 2 2 
Alaska 6 5 
Hawaii 8 7 
Puerto Rico 12 13 
Virgin Islands - - 


EPISCOPAL PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP AFFILIATES WITH THE NATIONAL SERVICE BOARD 


A recent letter from Miss Eleanor Eaton, 79 Vose's Lane, Milton 87, Mass., General 
Secretary of the Episcopal Pacifist Fellowship, states that "at a recent meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Episcopal Pacifist Fellowship it was voted to affiliate with 
the N.S.B.R.O. I enclose a check..." The cause of serving objectors is strengthened 
greatly by this affiliation. 
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LITERATURE ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS AVAILABLE FROM NATIONAL SERVICE BOARD 


Although the National Service Board is not an educational or propaganda agency, it 
becomes necessary to issue releases and publications from time to time. Following is a 
list of many of these releases. They can be secured by sending three cents ($0.03) for 
each piece of literature ordered. They are available singly or in quantity. The list 
below can be used as an order blank, if desired. 


(Check item and quantity) 


( ) August 10, 19%, release, as supplemented. Questions and answers on procedures 
to secure IV-E. (20,000 of these were issued since August.) 

October 5, 1950, REPORTER. Gives Doctors' Draft Data. 

November-December, 1950, REPORTER. Articles on "How to Fill in Form 150", 
with Sample Form 150 attached. 

March 9, 1951, REPORTER. Data on new regulations affecting objectors. 

CO section of 1948 SS Act, as amended and extended in 1950. 

Comparison of Senate and House versions of CO provisions in pending UMTS bills. 

Statement of NSO purpose. 

Army Regulations No. 615-203 for COs taking non-combatant service. 

Navy Circular Letter No. 176-50 on disposition of conscientious objectors in 
the Navy. 

Description of Medical Officers' Training Camps sponsored by Seventh-Day 
Adventists for 1-A-O men, April 5, 1951. 

Washington News story of Michener non-registration case. 

Memo to registrants whose cases are referred to National Selective Service 
headquarters for review pending a Presidential appeal. 

Memo on noncombatant service, in response to peace church request, April 9, 1951. 

Discussion on floor of Senate, March 6, 1951, between Senators Douglas and 
Saltonstall, on conscientious objectors. 

Copy of letter to doctors prior to October registration. 

Copy of letter on WHO service opportunities to doctors. 

Mennonite testimony on doctors' draft. 

NSB testimony on doctors' draft. 

Sample SSS Form 150 for conscientious objectors. 

Sample SSS Form 100, Classification Questionnaire. 

Selective Service Extension Act of 1950. 

Doctors! draft law. 

SSS bulletin on college students. 

SSS Regulations 622.10 on ministers and divinity students. 

Methodist statement on draft exemptions for ministers. 

Oaths taken by men inducted into the Armed Services. 

1947 Compton Committee report on conscientious objectors. 

July 22, 1948, revised December, 1950, release on provisions for COs in SS law. 

August 13, 1948, release on registration. 

September 1, 1948, release on classifications. 
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(Inclusion of materials on the 1-A-0 position and non-combatant service does not 
imply endorsement of this position by NSBRO, which tries to serve all objectors 
who seek its help.) 


SIX-HUNDRED-PAGE MONOGRAPH ON "CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION" AVAILABLE FROM GOVERNMENT 


Following World War II the President directed each agency of the government having 
anything to do with the war effort to conduct a research into their experience and publish: 
the results for use in any future emergency. As a result, the Selective Service System 
began work on a series of 18 monographs. One of these, Number 11, in two volumes and 652 
pages in length, is on "CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION". Volume I, "Text", is available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D. C., for $1.25; Volume II, "Appendices" is 
available at same address for $1.00. (See Annotated Chapter Outline, this issue.) 
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DIFFERING SENATE AND HOUSE CO PROVISIONS TO BE RESOLVED IN CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 


The following excerpts from a letter from the executive secretary to many NSBRO constit- 
uents dated Saturday, April 1h, 1951, describe the legislative situation regarding conscien- 
tious objectors, and are still accurate as this goes to press: 


"Yesterday, Friday, April 13, at about 6:00 p. m. the House of Representatives passed 
the long-awaited combination Selective Service extension and UMT bill. You have all read, 
by now, about the general features of this bill in the daily papers. As far as UMT plans 
are concerned, they are preliminary in nature. Some one has described the action as ‘ap- 
proving UM in principle.' But the whole matter will come in Congress again before UMI 
can be put into operation. 


"A feature not mentioned in most papers, and in which I presume you are much interested, 
is the provision for conscientious objectars. The language of Section 6 (j) of the 19,8 
draft bill remains *xactly the same, inasmuch as no reference to it was made in the current 
House floor discussion or in the text of the bill. This means that, if the House language 
is retained, conscientious objectors will be deferred if found sincere by the local or 
appeal boards. However, the Senate version provides for ‘work of national importance under 
civilian direction,‘ just as did the 190 Act. If this version prevails in the final law, 
a program of alternative service will have to be put into operation. As you know, because 
the House and Senate versions differ greatly, the two versions will now be sent to a Joint 
Conference Committee of the Senate and House. 


"Predictions yesterday were that the House measure will be formally sent to the Senate 
next Tuesday, April 17. The Senate will then appoint conferees. No one knows who they 
will be, but likely may include Senators Lyndon Johnson, Saltonstall, Byrd, Russell and 
Bridges. Because of a different method of choosing conferees, it is virtually certain that 
Chairman Carl Vinson, Paul Kilday, Overton Brooks, Leslie Arends, and Dewey Short will be 
the House confereés. The three former favor strongly UMI while the two latter oppose it. 

A long and intense period of negotiation is expected because of the many points of great 
divergence in the two versions. The fight on UMT and UMS is not over by any means, even 
in terms of the present bills. 


"Regarding cu.iscientLous-objector provisions, one of three things can happen. First, 
the Senate version may prevail, requiring ‘work of national importance under civilian direc- 
tion.' Second, the House version may prevail and deferment continue. Third, a ‘compromise’ 
version may be produced by the Conference Committee. This could be in several forms. One 
most thought of by several House leaders is a comprehensive plan for treatment of COs simi- 
lar to the British system of the last war. It would set up a conscientious-objector com- 
mission to handle the entire program. It would also allow a broad range of treatment of 
objectors in terms of their particular beliefs. Some would be deferred to continue their 
regular work, some would do civilian work, some would d non-combatant work -in the Armed 
Services. We are keeping in close touch with the Board of Directors and official Consul- 
tative Council members of NSBRO. We will notify them of developments promptly." 


CASE LOAD VERY HEAVY THE REPORTER 


The tremendously heavy case load 1105 K Street, N. W. U. S. POSTAGE 
handled by NSB cannot be adequately Washington 5, D. C. PAID 
reflected in this issue, but an analy- Washington, D. C. 
sis of the increasing problems of Permit No. 5540 
individual men will be attempted in 
an early issue. 








Sec. 34.66, P.L.&R. | 











DIRECTORS MEET MAY 18, 1951 


Barring the necessity of an 
earlier meeting, the NSBRO Directors 
will meet in Chicago, Friday, May 18, 
for their regular quarterly meeting. 














ANNOTATED CHAPTER OUTLINE OF 652-PAGE SSS MONOGRAPH ON "CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION" 


Chapter I. Conscientious Objection and Selective Service. This brief chapter describes 
the Selective Service approach to conscientious objection, the varieties and groupings of 
objectors, and COs in relation to public approval and manpower procurement. A Justice De- 
partment listing of 12 types of objectors is discerning. 

Chapter II. Church Backgrounds of Conscientious Objectors. In 20 pages is givena 
concise description of the religious tenets of both pacifist and nonpacifist churches, as 
regards participation in military service. Pacifist sects are treated at length; non- 
pacifist church attitudes are reflected by excerpts from minutes. 

Chapter III. Conscientious Objection in American History. This brief history traces 
conscientious objection through the Colonial Period, the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, 
and World War I, the latter claiming most of the treatuent. 

Chapter IV. Legislative Provisions on Conscientious Objection, 190-7. This chapter 
describes the legislative proposals, both the ones adopted and turned down, offered just 
prior to and during the life of the Draft Act of 190. 

Chapter V. Conscientious Objector Regulations. This is chiefly a catalogue of the 
many technical procedures followe i head Tae objectors in World War II. 

Chapter VI. The Objector Who Performed Noncombatant Service. This reveals that there 
were 25,000 noncombatants in World War ll. In addition to describing the treatment of non- 
combatants by the War Department, the international legal status and the high honors received 
by some noncombatants receive recognition by the writers. 

Chapter VII. The Ob This chapter describes 
the usual procedure of objectors securing the IV-E classification and assignment to alter- 
native service projects. 

Chapter VIII. General Principles and Policies of Objector Classification. This out- 
lines the exceptional cases which came to the Presidential Appeal Board. It likewise relates 
the relationship of the Justice Department to the appeal procedures. Jehovah's Witnesses 
come in for some special treatment. 

Chapter IX. The Civilian Work Program for Conscientious Objectors. A brief history 
of the establishment of the work program, along with a portrayal of the policies and regu- 
lations set up in this connection, constitute the bulk of this chapter. 

Chapter X. Civilian Public Service Camps for Objectors. Not one detail of history 
is omitted in this chapter telling of life, routine, policies, and even "laundry service" 
in the typical and we}]-known CPS camp. 

Chapter XI. The Work Accomplished by Objectors in C.P.S. Camps. High tribute is paid 
to objectors in this chapter. "Of great siznificance is the fact that the conscientious 
objectors.....did accomplish many major tass. ...on the whole..IV-E registrants performed 
such duty well." 

Chapter XII. The Problem of Camp Order and Discipline. This chapter reveals a major 
concern of Selective Service. The reasons for discipline problems are analyzed. A de- 
tailed report of Germfask disciplinary camp is published. 

Chapter XIII. The Objector Who Violated the Law. The whole gamt of types of viola- 
tions is run, with J. W.'s coming in for some special recognition. There were , 363 con- 
victions in all; 3,079 of these were Witnesses. 

Chapter XIV.. Court Decisions Involving Conscientious Objection. This very interesting 
chapter gives the chief issues raised in court cases, reviews the major cases, and indi- 
cates the precedents established by the cases. 

Chapter XV. The Separation of C. 0's from C.P.S. Camps. The various bases for 
separation from C.P.S. are described in detail ail including separation for reasons of age, 
physical disability, previous service, dependency, occupation, change of belief, delin- 
quency, desertion, length of service, and the like. 

Chapter XVI. A Statistical Review of Conscientious Objectors. The total number of 
objectors (75,000), the percentage by states, the percentage of objectors from each denomi- 
nation's total registrants, the geographical distribution, .and other statistics, are given. 

Chapter XVII. Conscientious Objection - Past, Present and Future. This section makes 
several significant recommendations for any future program including pay, dependency bene- 
fits, and other improvements in the status of COs. 

There is an extensive bibliography. The second volume, "Appendices," gives 288 pages 
of orders, regulations, directives to C.P.S. Camps, forms and the like. 
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MONTANA DRAFT SITUATION DESCRIBED BY EYE WITNESS 


Archer S. Taylor, Consulting Radio Engineer of Missoula, Montana, and a former CPS 
man, has described very vividly the perplexing problem of conscientious objectors in his 
home state. Following are excerpts from a recent letter: 


"Two anti-CO bills introduced in the 1951 Montana legislature were finally 
killed, after being swept through the House by wide margins on a wave of hysteria 
and emotionalism. HB-167 would have defined the crime of 'military non-cooperation' 
and declared it to be afelony. HB-255 would have disqualified from holding public 
office any person who had ever claimed IV-E or I-A-0 status. The latter bill died 
in the Senate, when conference committee was unable to agree on 'clarifying' amend- 
ments. The former bill was vetoed by the Governor as 'superfluous' legislation, after 
passing the Senate by a large majority. A Joint Memorial was passed and signed by 
the Governor asking Congress to eliminate the IV-E category from the draft law. 





"Political considerations, emotional involvement, and unbelievable ignorance all 
contributed to the legislative actions. The State Attorney General has been engaged 
in an active anti-gambling campaign. His first assistant is a former CPS man, and it 
seems probable that HB-255 was backed by those interests who desired to embarrass and 
heckle the attorney gereral's office. 


"HB-167 was anti-Hutterite legislation. Feeling against the Hutterites has been 
growing ever since the colonies were established in Montana. It is an inflamatory 
emotional reaction, involving economic envy, lack of understanding of the colonial 
life, language differemes, separateness of the Hutterites. The CO issue is merely 
a convenient and safe way to release the pent up resentment. 


"The draft board in Pondera County resigned several months ago because two 
Hutterite boys were still at large. They had been denied IV-E and their appeal had 
been pending for nearly two years during which time Montana did not have a State 
Appeal Board, while other Pondera County men were being drafted. Most local boards 
in Montana have arbitrarily reclassified all IV-E's into I-A or I-A-0. It appears 
that the Appeal Board appointed this January intends to uphold these reclassifica- 
tions. One member of the appeal board has indicated a willingness to provide a 
dissenting vote in certain cases to permit Presidential appeal. The Missoula board, 
in a hearing on one of these reclassification cases, indicated that it had no quarrel 
with the man's sincerity of belief, but took the action to protest the IV-E classifi- 
cation which it felt should be eliminated. 


"In talking with legislators and legislative committees, it was apparent that 
almost no one was able to understand why a CO sould not accept non-combatant service. 
The liberal and tolerant viewpoint seemed to find expression in defense of non-com- 
batant CO's, but still opposed the IV-E status. Although the legislature clearly 
desired the elimination of the IV-E classification, it seems likely that the intro- 
duction of alternative service for IV-E's would relieve the pressure somewhat... 


"One legislator had identified IV-E's with farmers who obtain deferments by the 
simple expedient of becoming owner of a ranch -=- usually a parental gift. This legis- 
lator had voted for the Anti-CO bills in the belief that it would catch such "draft- 
dodgers*. The Governor also spoke of this problem, but in the other way: he criticized 
the legislature (in an audience with a delegation of Friends) for working so hard on 
anti-CO legislation, when he knew for a fact that many of the legislators were guilty 
of buying exemption for their own boys by making gifts of ranch property." 


DR. HENRY FAST IS HELPING TEMPORARILY PART-TIME AT NSBRO. 


Dr. Henry Fast, Vice-chairman of the Mennonite Central Committee and Professor at 
Bethel College, Newton, Kansas, is giving part-time service at NSB until June 5 when he 
will leave for Europe where he will direct MCC work for a year. He is on leave from 
Bethel College. 
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